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Environmental Concerns

• Florida’s population is 
expected to double by 
2060

• Increased demand for 
water

• Increased pollution

• Decreased habitats that 
filter polluted run-off 
before it returns to the 
aquifer

Population Growth



Impact of Landscaping

• Approximately 60% of homeowner water use in 
Florida is for lawn and landscape irrigation



Essential Questions

• What is the Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ 
Program?

• What resources are available from UF/IFAS Alachua 
County Extension?



Florida-Friendly Landscaping™

• What is it?
• An integrated approach to 

maintaining an attractive, 
colorful, and diverse yard 

• Friendly to wildlife

• Environmentally responsible

• Less work than the traditional 
landscape

• Goals:
• Conserve water

• Protect water quality



Florida-Friendly Landscaping™:

1. Right plant, right place

2. Water efficiently

3. Fertilize appropriately

4. Mulch 

5. Attract wildlife

6. Manage yard pests

7. Recycle

8. Reduce stormwater runoff

9. Protect the waterfront

Nine Principles

Florida-Friendly Landscaping is a 
collection of practices involving design, 

installation, operation, and maintenance 
which are intended to reduce irrigation 
water use, protect water quality from 

over-use of fertilizer and pesticides, and 
reduce stormwater runoff.



Principle #1:
Right Plant, Right Place



Principle #2:
Water Efficiently
• Approximately 60% of a residential water bill 

attributed to irrigation systems



Principle #3:
Fertilize 
Appropriately
• Soil test- base fertilizer 

purchases and 
application on results

Principle #4:
Mulch
• Protects/Enhances Soil



Principle #5:
Attract Wildlife

• Urban areas rapidly 
increasing worldwide

Principle #6:
Managing Landscape 
Pests Responsibly

• Set realistic expectations
• Integrated Pest 

Management



Principle #7:
Recycle Yard Waste
• Retains the nutrients in your 

landscape 

Principle #8:
Reduce Stormwater 
Runoff
• Definition: excess water from 

irrigation, rain, or other 
sources



Principle #9:
Protect the Waterfront
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• Where do you live?



http://floridayards.org/

http://floridayards.org/


UF/IFAS Alachua County 
Extension
• 2800 NE 39th Avenue, 

Gainesville FL 32609

• (352)955-2402

• County Extension Director: 
Dr. Cindy Sanders



UF/IFAS Alachua County 
Extension

Dr. Taylor Clem
Environmental & Community Horticulture Agent
tclem@alachuacounty.us

Dr. Tatiana Sanchez
Commercial Horticulture Agent
tatiana.sanchez@ufl.edu

• Homeowners, Master Gardeners, Schools, HOA Boards, Policy 
Makers, Developers, Planners, & Designers

• Landscape Management Companies & Agriculture Producers
• GI-BMP Training & Pesticide Licensing



Certified Florida-Friendly Landscape

• Certify your Florida-Friendly Landscape.
• Silver Certification

• Gold Certification



Essential Questions

• What is the Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ 
Program?

• What resources are available from UF/IFAS Alachua 
County Extension?



Questions?

•Contact me for help. 

• Taylor Clem, PhD
• 352-955-2402
• tclem@alachuacounty.us
• mag@alachuacounty.us

Like   us on Facebook – UF IFAS Alachua County 
Extension Master Gardeners

mailto:tclem@alachuacounty.us

